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Educational Complex of a Social Anthropologist
— Preliminay Study on Professor Fei Xiaotong’ s Thoughts on Anthropology of Education
QIAN Min-hui
(The Deparment of Socology, Peking Universitys Beijng 100871

[ Abstracf The paper has analyzed and straightened out Professor Fei Xiaotong’ s thinking and studies on
Chinese education in terms of his academic ideas and social practices. As is well known, Professor Fei is a
sociologist and anthopologist. However, from this paper, we would find that he really lives up to his reputation as
an anthropologist of education. It is he who regards education as a type of culture integrated into the research topics
of Chinese anthropology, such as education and family, kinship, and so on. His studies have been acknowledged
internationally, and drawn on as research paradigms among domestic anthropologists. The spirits of anthropology that
Professor Fei has advocated and his ideas of anthropological education have contributed to educators and researchers.
Referring Professor s idea of “ cultural awareness” to “educational awareness,” we should have eflexivity on our
indigenous education, and explore a refom agenda in anthropology of education, which is neither “ restoring old
ways” nor “otherizing. ”
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