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The Government the Market or the Universities: Who Determines

the Mainstream Discourse of Higher Education?
Qian Minhui

( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Based on “the Triangle of Coordination” theory by Burton R. Clark this thesis tries to analyze the
relationships among the universities the government and the market in China. Through historic and
comparative analyses the thesis reveals that the relationships of “the Triangle of Coordination” are seemingly
non-existent among the three parties. As academic and administrative organizations Chinese universities have
always been part of the Chinese government subject to its jurisdiction and control. Since China started to
establish its socialist market economy system the government has supported and encouraged universities to
extend marketing channels and expand educational resources by pluralistic financing thus helping to gradually
form the collusion between the universities and the market. As a result the excessive marketization of
universities has affected the effective management of universities by the government while the excessive
management by the government has caused the universities to lose their autonomy and competitiveness. Thus

the three—party interactions have taken on a “linear push and pull” relationship. But from the perspective of
the mainstream discourse of higher education “the Triangle of Coordination” among the government the
market and the universities will continue to exist so we should pay attention to the use of “the Triangle of
Coordination” mode to handle the relationships among the three parties in a proper way.

Key words ‘the Triangle of Coordination”theory linear push and pull higher education mainstream discourse
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