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[RERE M 7]

Research on the Impact of Elderly People’s

Network Participation on Their Social Trust
——A Test Based on CGSS Data of 2018
LU Jiehua, WEI Xiaodan
(Department of Sociology , Peking University , Beijing , 100871, China )

Abstract: For elderly people, social trust is not only an important way to get their sense of security and hap-
piness, but also plays a positive role in promoting economic growth and maintaining social stability. It is
also of great significance to analyze the impact of network participation on social trust of elderly people in
the context of aging and digital information era. Based on the micro data of 2018 from China General Social
Survey (CGSS) , this paper uses Probit model to analyze the impact of network participation on social trust of
the elderly and thus explores the heterogeneity and detailed mechanisms. According to the results, using the
Internet as a primary source of information significantly reduces the probability of social trust among elderly
people as controlling for other relevant variable, and the findings remain robust after using the instrumental
variable approach for addressing endogeneity. The age, education level, registered residence and party of
the elderly in the control variables had a significant impact on their social trust. In terms of gender, using
the Internet as a primary source of information had roughly equivalent negative effects on social trust for
different gender groups of the elderly; in terms of region, using the Internet as a primary source of informa-
tion only had a significant negative effect on social trust for elderly people in the eastern region , while it had
a positive but not significant effect on the elderly in the central and western regions, showing a significant
spatial heterogeneity. In addition, gatherings with neighbors and friends from time to time and frequent use
of traditional media played a neutralizing role in the negative effect of using the Internet on social trust of
elderly people. It is suggested to strengthen the construction of network environment security , improve the
information literacy level of the elderly,and help the elderly to form a healthy network participation behavior,
so as to protect the social trust level of the elderly while popularizing their network participation.

Key Words: Elderly People, Network Participation, Social Trust
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