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social Capital Formation and Development of
the Self-help Organizations of the Velnerable Groups
in Urban China; A Case Study in Beijing

Xicng Yuegen He Xin

(Peking University)

Abstract: To build and develop the self-help organizations emphasizing
mutual-aid and self-reliance has heen advocated as an important strategy of
reconstructing new social relations in the era of global welfare reform.
Employing a case study approach, in this article the authors attempt to analyze
and interpret how “the Beijing Club for the Handicapped Youth 7, a self-help
organization forms its social capital. Based on the analysis of qualitative data,
the authors argue that two main strategies, comprehensively using their own
network { Guanxi ) and marketing strategy in augmenting the legitimaey of the
organization, played a substantial role in its expanding social capital during the
two decades of social transformation in China. The causes of declining social
capital of this self-help organization and its function in promoting inclusion as
well as participation of the handicapped people in local communities are also

discussed in the article.

Key words: self-help organization, the handicapped people, social capital.
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