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The Research Priorities and Prospects of Population Studies in China

under the Background of Population Development Shift
LU Jiehua, LIU Qin
(Department of Sociology , Peking University , Beijing , 100871, China)

Abstract: Population problem is a fundamental, overall and strategic issue that China must face in the new
era. In recent years, with the development of social economy and the adjustment of population policy,
China’ s population development has undergone a major transformation, showing obvious characteristics of
transformation, which mainly reflected four prominent features: The downward trend of demographic divi-
dend, increasing aging, continuous decrease of fertility level and obvious improvement of urbanization level.
A comprehensive and timely grasp of the trends and characteristics of China’s demography under the back-
ground of the demographic development in the new era is crucial to the response to the country’ s demo-
graphic trend changes and its profound impact on economic and social development. By searching and ana-
lyzing the important literatures on demography collected in the literature database in recent years, this pa-
per concludes that the core issues concerned by demography in China in the new era are demographic divi-
dend, aging, fertility level and new—type urbanization, and then details the key research directions of each
core issue. By defining the population development background and the core issues of demographic re-
search, the future demographic research might focus on the following six topics. First, the construction of
the population theory system with Chinese characteristics; Second, the characteristics and trajectory of de-
mographic dividend; Third, the interdisciplinary perspective of aging and the top-level design system;
Fourth, the adjustment and supporting measures of fertility policy; Fifth, the quality and intrinsic motivation
of the new type of urbanization; Finally, the analysis method of population expansion and innovation. Under
the new situation of the population development, the future demographic research will continue to pay atten-
tion to the population problems in the process of social and economic development for promoting the
long—term balanced development of China’s population.

Key Words: Population Studies, Research Priorities, Outlook , Demographic Dividend, Population Aging,
Fertility Level , New Urbanization
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