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Social Anthropology Towards a Pragmatic Enlightenment ?

Kirsten Hastrup

Abstract Based on the discipliné s history, this article tries to present an argument on the possibility of a new turn in the
social anthropology. This new turn has a pragmatic attitudes i.e., the author believes the possibility of generalization al-
though he realizes the complexity of the social world. At the same time, the author illustrates the topographic turn as the
operational research approach. The topographic turn tries to resume the interest to the matenality in the anthropology,
and it emphasizes the points as follows; the social and the geographical space are conflated in experence and individuals
are dw elling in particular worlds. The topography with pragmatic attitude overcomes the problem of reducing anthmw pology
to tuvial stories and intuitive understanding in phenomenology, thereby guarantees the possibility of “ radical interpre ta-
tion”; at the same time, it acknowledges w ell the importance of bodily perceptions and pw jections to understand the emer-
gent nature of the society, which is emphasized in phenomenology. This new turn is an ontology about society, and an
epistemology of anthropology, at the same time, a renewed understanding to ethnography and field work.

Key words Pragmatic; Topography; Radical interpretation; Dwelling
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