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How Can Rural Housewives Become Urban Care Workers?

A Case Study of “Lvliangshan Care Workers”
ZHAO Long—wei LIU Ai-yu
( Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: With the accelerated aging of China’ s population and the introduction of the “three—child” birth
policy urban families have a growing demand for market—based care service. Some local governments encour—
age women from poor rural families to receive training for care workers in urban care market.Taking the “Lv—
liangshan Care Workers” in Shanxi Province as an example the article explores how the rural “three—turn
aunties” who “turn around pots husbands and children” become urban nurses how the production of urban
nurses is realized and how rural women as housekeepers become urban care workers as breadwinners. The
study finds that in the process of transforming rural housewives into urban care workers the government and
the market exert their power on rural individuals and families with the help of the social network in country—
side.It is found that rural housewives during the change of the family life cycle take advantage of the
dominant position in the care worker market formed by the “gendered age” and take the initiatives to bear re—
sponsibility of de—gendered parents thus the “three—turn—aunties” are transformed into urban nursing work—
ers and meanwhile from a housekeeper to a breadwinner.

Key words: Lvliangshan care worker; dual network; woman as breadwinner
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